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Registering for 2014-2015 
 

On-line registration for the 2014-2015 season remains open. We have lots of new 
programs for this season, including an expansion of our Academy, and a Futsal 

League which will run on Sunday and weekday evenings, with our players forming 
their own 8 player teams. 

Join the Kenmore Futsal League 
 

The 2014-2015 will see the initiation of a structured Futsal League to be  held in 
area gyms. Players will form their own teams of 8 players, and weekly matches of 
50 minutes duration will be scheduled.  
 
Futsal is the world’s indoor version of soccer everywhere in the world but North 
America. It is an excellent training mechanism, but also a fun, fast-paced game 
that focuses on passing skills and movement without the ball. 
 
Although the Futsal League will not launch until November, players can begin to 
form their teams at any time, and yes, you do need a goalkeeper. Kenmore 
Soccer is pleased to be the only community soccer club in our area to offer this 
program. On-line team registration will open in October. 

Academy Begins This Saturday 
 
The Fall session of the Kenmore Soccer Academy begins this coming Saturday 
September 6th from 10:00 to 11:30am at the Hoover Middle School soccer field. 
Participants should be dressed to play, with shin guards, their own soccer ball, 
and a sports drink. Please ensure that their names are on their ball and sports 
drink. 
 
In the event that inclement weather requires us to cancel a session, we will post 
a notice under the Field Status section on the landing page of the Club web site. 
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Kenmore Crew Under 12 Boys  
Complete Successful 1st Season 

 
The 2013-2014 season saw the formation of multiple teams in several age groups, which 
resulted from the continued growth of Kenmore Soccer. The Under12 Boys were split into 
the Kenmore United and Kenmore Crew, the latter of which had several players with limited 
travel soccer experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Led by coaches Justin Wainwright and Matt Meyer, the Crew worked hard during the winter 
months to gel and grow as a group. While everyone likes to win, the staff placed the 
emphasis on player development. No one was certain how the outdoor season would go. 
 
The team played very competitive soccer, and actually won the first game of the season. 
While there were ups and downs as the summer progressed, growth was evident, and the 
Crew finished with a respectable 5-8-0 record, finishing ahead of several experienced teams. 
 
Pictured above are many of the Crew players, along with coaches Wainwright and Meyer. All 
of the boys are looking forward to next  season, and integrating several new players who are 
joining Kenmore Soccer from other area clubs for 2014-2015. 

Congratulations! 
 
Congratulations to Donna Frymire who was recently selected as the head coach for 
the Amherst Middle School Girls Modified Soccer team. Donna will be serving as a 
coach for the Under 12 Kenmore Ravens for 2014-2015. 



3 

 

Children Shouldn’t Dictate If Parents Coach 
by Jon Buzby  
Newark Post 

 
My 5-year-old nephew announced that he wanted to play soccer this fall … “but only if Daddy is the 
head coach.” 
 
I’m sure he’s not alone, as it’s not unusual for a child to see a friend’s dad or mom coaching a team 
and then want to be in the same situation. And sometimes that desire has nothing to do with X’s 
and O’s but rather is just for the security of knowing mom or dad is going to be there. 
 
But what if you don’t want to coach? Or don’t have the experience to do so? Or, as is often the 
case, just don’t have the time to commit.  
 
I made sure that the first team my son played on was one I didn’t coach. I helped out during the 
practices whenever asked, just like many of the other parents. But when it came time to play the 
games, I was in the bleachers. 
 
I did this so that when I was able to be an official head coach — and I have been several times 
after that initial season — it would be because I wanted to do it and had the time to do the job 
correctly, not because I had to don a whistle and clipboard in order for my child to want to play. 
 
If your child is claiming he will only play if you coach, it might be too early to start him participating 
in team sports. Or if he’s older and knows you won’t coach, he might be using his demand as a way 
to get out of playing. Every child should want to play to enjoy the sport, be with friends, and of 
course, learn a little bit about the game. And that should happen whether mom or dad coaches or 
not. 
 
Giving in to your child and agreeing to coach might be setting a bad precedent by setting up 
expectations that eventually might be impossible to meet for one reason or another. 
 
That being said, a compromise might be to consider the role of an assistant coach, either officially 
or unofficially. Or do as I did this past spring and be the official scorekeeper. You can promise your 
child — and the head coach — that you will be at as many practices and games as you can, but 
have to leave the coaching duties to another parent because you can’t make all of them. 
 
Handling the situation this way gives your child the reassurance that you will be there most of the 
time, but the realization that there will be some practices and games that you can not attend. It’s 
still important for your child to realize he is expected to attend practices on the days when you 
aren’t there, and my guess is once the season starts, you’ll find he wants to anyway. 
 
With most kids, provided they enjoy the sports activity, the hardest part is just getting them 
involved on that first team. Once they get started and realize how much fun youth sports can be, a 
parent’s presence becomes less and less important, no matter the role with the team. 
 
Of course, as parents, sometimes it’s hard to face that fact once we are no longer needed. But 
once we accept it, the youth sports experience becomes more fulfilling for everyone involved — 
most importantly, your child. 
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Trivia Question 

(answer on page 7) 

Who holds the record for most consecutive seasons  
with a goal scored for the Liverpool FC? 

Member of the Under 14  Kenmore Ambush Meet to Prepare 
for Scholastic Tryouts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Players from the Under 14 Kenmore Ambush met to celebrate their season,  
and talk about scholastic soccer tryouts. Most of the team members had played 
Modified soccer in  the fall of 2013, but many were hoping to get a look for the 
Junior Varsity level this year. 
 
During the Travel soccer season, the team played up 2 age groups at Under 16. 
Despite the difference in age  and playing experience, the girls fought for the 
league title, losing out in their final match in  a 3-2 loss to Tonawanda. 
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Shannon MacMillan - A World Champ's View  
on Coaching Kids 

an interview by Mike Woitalla of Soccer America 
 
Shannon MacMillan, 1996 Olympic gold medalist and 1999 World Cup champion, is the Director of 
Club Operations of San Diego's Del Mar Carmel Valley Sharks, which she joined in 2009 after 
assistant coaching stints at her alma mater, the University of Portland, and UCLA. MacMillan, who 
scored 60 goals in 176 appearances for the USA, spoke with us about the joys and challenges of 
youth soccer in America. 
What was your aim when you left college coaching to become a youth club director?  
SHANNON MACMILLAN: Youth soccer in San Diego is crazy. It’s such a business now. Kids being 
recruited, treating kids like little professionals. When I got the call, I said, “If I’m going to do this, 
it will about the kids and not the results. It has to be about the kids’ development.” They believed 
in my vision. 
How much is recruiting a part of youth soccer?  
SHANNON MACMILLAN: Some clubs in this area recruit players at U-9 and U-10. They promise 
them the world. “We’re going to get you in college … We’re going to get you on the national 
team.” You don’t even know if they’re going to like soccer in five years. 
What drives coaches to recruit players at so young an age?  
SHANNON MACMILLAN: They put too much emphasis on results. They say we win all these 
championship, we get so many kids into college -- some parents get caught up in it and say I want 
that for my kid. But no college coach asks, “Did you win a State Cup at U-9?” 
What should be the emphasis at those young ages? 
SHANNON MACMILLAN: Let’s teach these kids how to be good sports, how to be confident, how to 
believe in themselves, how to work with teammates, and teach them some life lessons, while 
teaching the basic foundations of soccer, so they fall in love with the game and will want to play 
through the difficult times down the road. 
What’s your advice to coaches at the younger ages? 
SHANNON MACMILLAN: It’s really important at the younger ages not to play kickball, not to just 
look for the biggest, strongest kids who can kick it the farthest. Let’s lose some games while we’re 
trying to keep possession and play out of the back. Let’s lose some games while creating center 
backs who have the confidence to turn and play it to the keeper to release pressure. Maybe we’re 
going to make a mistake and get scored on, they’re learning the right way to play and will be 
ready when we go to 11-a-side. If they learn the game the right way the chances are higher that 
they’ll find success later. When they start getting to U-15, and they’re still playing and they’re 
highly competitive, they have the potential to play in college. 
What do you enjoy most about coaching?  
SHANNON MACMILLAN: When you’re teaching the players something and you see the light go on. 
Whether it’s in training or the game, and they’re trying something they haven’t quite gotten, and it 
clicks for them, and it happens, and they look over at you with a big smile that says, “I got it 
now!” That’s awesome to see. I put a big emphasis on my girls just enjoying the game. It makes 
me happy when they have a smile on their face and they’re not afraid to make a mistake. 
What’s the most difficult part of coaching?  
SHANNON MACMILLAN: Reining in the expectations of the parents. Do we need private lessons? 
How do we do this? How do we do that? Your kid’s 9. Let them just play. Let them just relax and 
enjoy the game. When the kid gets in the car, just say, “I enjoyed watching you today!” Don’t 
critique them. Don’t wear them out. Don’t have them do three or four private lessons on top of 
training. Let them be kids. 
 

……..continued on page 6 

http://www.socceramerica.com/author/40/mike-woitalla/�
http://dmcvsharks.com/�
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…..continued from page 5 
 
 
What do you expect from your club’s coaches in dealing with parents?  
SHANNON MACMILLAN: I stress to my coaches to over-communicate with parents, because the more 
you communicate, the less you’re going to hear from them. If you’re going into a tournament, send a 
quick e-mail: We’re focusing on finishing, so my focus this weekend will be on how can we create 
more opportunities and how can we finish them. Or explain, we worked on defending and not diving 
in all week. And then send an e-mail at the end of the weekend, “I thought we did X, Y and Z well, 
but this was a weakness so we’re going to work on that.” Include parents in your thought process and 
they’ll understand what’s happening while they’re on the sideline and be more likely to sit back and 
enjoy it. I also make sure they make time for evaluations and sit down with the families. 
Any “rules” for parents? 
SHANNON MACMILLAN: We have a 24-hour rule. Don’t approach a coach right after the game in the 
heat of the moment. 
Do girls and boys require different coaching methods?  
SHANNON MACMILLAN: Yes and no. As long as you have an understanding for the game and you find 
a unique trait that you can draw out of each kid individually, what works best for them, it doesn’t 
matter if it’s a boy or a girl. If you’re a yeller and screamer, you’re probably not going to be a good fit 
for most teams, but especially not for a girls team. To be a good coach, whether it’s boys or girls, you 
must know how to teach each kid. This kid needs to be pushed a bit. This kid needs to become more 
confident. Figuring out how to reach each kid individually because they are different. 
Do you think youth soccer needs more female coaches?  
SHANNON MACMILLAN: Players need coaches who know the game, can teach the game, and also 
know how to be a people person. I’m always eager to hire female coaches but there are just not that 
many out there. I think of all the great female players who have come through the system in the U.S., 
the opportunities that soccer has afforded them, to not give back to the sport or not have the desire 
to, I think it’s a shame. I wish there were more out there because I think women can be great 
coaches, whether it’s a boys or girls team, or youth team, college or professional team. 
Do you think that it’s harder for women to get opportunities?  
SHANNON MACMILLAN: I know that when I got into coaching I was sometimes told I didn’t have 
experience, even though I played 176 times for the U.S. national team. I firmly believe if you are a 
male and you have an accent, and you say you played for an English Premier League team -- even 
just for a youth team that’s tied to big club -- the doors are going to open more easily. 
Are there things some of your coaches did, when you were a player, which you avoid as a coach?  
SHANNON MACMILLAN: Plenty. I learned a lot of what I wouldn’t do. I’m not a yeller or a screamer. 
The majority of the game you’ll find me in a chair. It’s not that I’m not coaching, but I don’t want 
robots out there. I don’t want one of my players to receive the ball and say, “Pass to so-and-so.” I 
want my kids to think for themselves, and I’ve had coaches trying to have little puppets out there and 
dictate every move.  
 
Do you have an example of how one of your former coaches influenced your own coaching 
philosophy?  
SHANNON MACMILLAN: My coach at the University of Portland was Clive Charles. From the day I 
stepped on to that campus he cared about me as a person first and foremost -- and it made me want 
to run through a brick wall for that man. 
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serving the area's best pizza, 
and supporting our  
youth soccer teams 

   

 

 

 

2375 Elmwood Avenue  
in Kenmore 

 
Trivia Answer - from page 4  

 

Steven Gerrard has scored in 16 consecutive seasons  
for Liverpool FC.  

Submissions Anyone ???????????? 
We want this to be your newsletter. We also want you to be a part of the Club web site. So, 
we are looking for your ongoing input—articles, pictures, match highlights, team and player 

recognition, etc. Each team should consider having a designee that can channel  
information to the Club for inclusion in the newsletter or web site.  

 

Send your submissions to us at voght@msn.com. Pictures are welcome, but should be in a 
jpg or gif format. 

mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com�
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Soccer Word Searches 

 

Teams 
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Fund Raising 
 

The Kenmore Soccer Club is able to conduct fund-raising, but each activity  
needs to be approved by our Board of Directors. 

 

If your team wants to conduct any fund-raising, just e-mail us at 
voght@msn.com 

with the details of what you propose, and the eventual use of the funds raised. We 
will get back to you promptly. 

Contacting Us 
 

Web Site — www.kenmoresoccer.com 
E-Mail — voght@msn.com 

 
Telephone — 716-837-1627 

Mail — 57 Greenleaf Avenue, Tonawanda, New York 14150 

Kenmore Soccer Club Goals 

 
      To be the best club in our community 
       To recruit and retain the finest youth soccer coaches in Western New York 
       To continually evaluate and revise our coaching curriculum to insure that all of     
         our players are participating in practice sessions that are challenging, interesting,     
         and fun 
       To encourage our players to develop healthy and responsible goals of their own 

The Kenmore Soccer Club belongs to all of us, and we encourage you to bring your 
contributions and expertise to the club. If you have any suggestions or concerns, please 
speak to your child's coach or contact us directly at your convenience. 

mailto:voght@msn.com�
http://www.kenmoresoccer.com�
mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com�

